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Metal Free Festival

On Saturday you can catch the Leagrave Y outh
Work Action Group’s Youth Festival and Family
Fun Day. Last year’s event attracted around a
thousand people and this year’s has even more to
entice you away from your weekend chores. The
event will take over the entire grounds of St
Luke’s Church in High Street, Leagrave and will
not only feature live music stages but also a
mobile skate park. The rock stage features an
array of local talent including; Imicus, Attika,
KissMy Brass, Igneous, Elanors Tribute,
Subversion, Behind Me Lies Another, Slave To
Nature, Senduri, Scratchplate, Accidental
Jenious, Misceleania, Psychomanche and Apex.

The Community stage promises to offer an exciting alternative to the loud guitars outside with local high
School’s Lea Manor and Lealands bringing along their finest talent with singers, gospel choirs and an
array of dance styles on display. There will also be a dance tent featuring young local DJs, a wandering
magician as well as a DJ mixing workshops and an adult bouncy castle. To add to the fun, this year the
Scouts are celebrating their 100th birthday and will be turning part of the site into a massive birthday
party, with non stop activities and games for younger and older children ranging from crossbows to hat
making and camp fires. A giant inflatable slide and children’s bouncy castle will be totally free so there’s
something for everybody.

The event also has a more serious side with an Information Fair which gathers together different,
charities, support groups and youth clubs to introduce to families and young people the activities and
support available to them. The Red Cross will be there running first aid workshops al day so you can
learn what to do in an emergency and the fire service will be on hand complete with fire engine and
Kitchen Fire demonstration unit with local Cadets on hand to ensure the event is safe and runs smoothly.

The event isrun by local charity Leagrave Y outh Work Action group and all those involved have worked
tirelessly throughout the year giving up their time to make sure such an exciting event for the town can
take place and remains entirely free. Y ou can find more information along with a map and directions of
how to get there from the web at www.lywag.org.uk. The event begins at 10am.

Tomorrow night you can catch some serious celtic music from Nuada down a The Cricketersin
Redbourn. Nuada are three-piece band based in the UK and Ireland who play a wide range of both
traditional and self-penned folk / acoustic music, including French, Swedish, Irish and English tunes and
songs. They have a formidable array of different instruments including; bagpipes, hurdy gurdy, guitars,
bouzouki, bodhran, gemshorn, lute and harp. The music kicks off at 8pm and the bill will include other
local folk and acoustic artists and poets. For more information about the band see
www.myspace.com/nuadauk and see www.redbournfolkclub.org.uk for more about the club.
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The Bed Rock of Livemusic

In a couple of weeks you’ll get the chance to hear
music from a choice of more than fifty bands at the
second annual Bed-Rock festival on July 27/28.
Highlights of the weekend will include; Lights.
Action!, a hook-laden synthesiser based indie band
along with leading lights of the ska-reggae scene 20
Dead Camels, Scottish indie band Drive-By
Argument and veteran bop-rockers GoldBlade who
made quite a splash at Glastonbury (in more ways

~ thanone). Bed-Rock is organised by a committee of
young people who live in and around Bedford and
hope to bring together some of the best bands in the
county, alongside a host of other acts from across the

UK and from as far afield as Slovenia.

The festival will be split between two venues with gigs going on simultaneously both upstairs and
downstairs at Bedford Esquires as well as at Bedford Civic Theatre. The music festival grew out of the
Bedford Metal website which has been providing gig listings, a discussion forum, and promoting battle of
the bands competitions for more than three years now. The first run of festival weekend tickets are now
available - covering both days at both venues for just £10 and are on sale at www.bed-rock.org and you
can also check out the full line-up, and just to scope out more information there. It looks like the spirit of
Glastonbury lives on!

A little closer to home, Jon Goodson is promoting the second in his series of Live Music Showcases at
The New Greyhound in High St South, in Dunstable. The night features four acts with Jon and Dave
Bennett’s duo Down In Flames (myspace.com/downinflamesuk) filling the tough opening slot with their
laid back original acoustic sound. Next on the bill is Dunstable teenager SonofM an
(myspace.com/orignalsonofman) who sings and plays self-penned reggae-tinged tunes with just his own
gently amplified electric guitar for accompaniment. If you seen any of the flyers then you might have
noticed that my band enQ is on the bill, but in fact it’s just myself and top celtic musician Thomas
Fairbairn on fiddle, bass and whatever else he can fit in the van (myspace.com/enquk). Top of the bill will
be Luton favourites Third Law, complete with a new line-up and a new EP but still with their well
known melodic rock sound (myspace.convthirdlaw). The music kicks off at 8pm and entry is free, what
more could you want.

Local Gigs and Sessions;
Tonight you can take part in a folk music session at The Fox, Pirton (nr Hitchin). Kicks off at 8pm
and all are welcome, to sing, play, recite a poem, or just listen.
On Saturday The Culture (myspace.com/theculture) aong with The Bill Guildean Gang
(myspace.com/guildeangang) and Little Thief (myspace.convlittlethiefuk) are on at the Luton
University Students’ Union at 7:30 pm.

Next Thursday (July 19) you can see the full line up of enQ along with Down in Flames at the

White Swan in Dunstable.
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The Suspects Look East

Lead guitarist for The Suspects— Steve Locke — tells me that following on from their success at winning
aslot to perform on the Phill Friendly Stage at
Rhythms of the World in Hitchin last Saturday the i
band was featured on the BBC 1 news magazine =
Look East. The Beeb’s television crew filmed an ~

interview at their rehearsal and then shot the actual =
performance, which was also transmitted liveon =

BBC 3 Counties Radio (103.8 fm). Other Suspects |
news isthat they will be releasing their ThingsWe = =
Do' CD on Monday week (August 27) which will be

available via all the major download servicesand at
HMYV. You can catch them live at St Georges Square |
in Luton for alunchtime concert (2pm) or on |

MySpace at thesuspects06. = : .

Tomorrow night you can catch the Down in Flames along with the full line up of enQ at the regular ‘Up
the Swan’ gig at the White Swan in Dunstable. Down in Flames is a duo made up of Jon Goodson
(vocals) and Dave Bennett (guitar) who perform amix of original and cover songs. | appeared with them
at last week’s New Greyhound showcase and can highly recommend their indie influenced music with a
pop sensibility. My band enQ which hosts the event will be playing a mix of rock celtic instrumentals,
original songs and rock/pop covers. It will also be the first outing for our new drummer Peter Flint who is
based in Pitstone and has a history of folk rock, prog rock and covers bands. For more information about
the bands check out downinflamesuk and enquk on MySpace.

On Friday there isa fundraising ceilidh at the Ickleford Village Hall (nr Hitchin) featuring local band
Millrace with caller Keith Harrup. The event is to raise money for aone day festival in March next year to
commemorate the local musician Paul Gunningham who was killed in aroad traffic accident in March.
The music and dancing kicks off at 8pm and tickets are £8, £6 for B&LFC and LALG members and
children £4. There will be aPloughman’s supper available for an additional £2.50, nibbles and soft drinks
available, but you’ll need to bring your own alcohol. For more information contact Alan Hewson at Mad
Nanny Music on 0845 123 2656 or email alan@madnanny.co.uk.

Talking about MySpace, this column now has a MySpace page (lutonscene) which will be dedicated to
promoting live music in the Luton, Dunstable and surrounding area. As well giving information about the
column and the local music scene I’ll be using the Blogging and Bulletin features to highlight local live
music events and band news, preview what I’ll be covering in each week’s column and covering stuff that
I can’t fit into the column due to lack of space. I’ll also have a randomly revolving list of bands and
venues on the “friend space’ panel and music from a local band — currently “This is Life” from Third
Law. Soif you are a band, music fan or music venue then be sure to add lutonscene to your MySpace
friend list.
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A double dose of Tyke Tyler.

Richard from The Tyke Tyler Band (formerly The
Shine) tells me that they have a couple of gigs this
week. Tomorrow night they’re playing over at the
Hat Factory alongside M oths and Sunflies. The gig
isorganised by PDM and is atotally unofficial
warm up gig for LutonAid and their first Thursday
night gig though they plan to make this aregular
occurrence by the end of August. All the three
bands are from the cream of the Luton alternative
scene with The Tyke Tyler Band were one of only six bands out of over 600 entrants asked to perform at
the Pringles Unsung Showcase final in London in January and were described by the legendary lan
McCulloch (Echo and the Bunnymen) as “awesome”.

The Sunflies also have a competition credit (with NorthernTrax) which saw them playing at Millennium
Square in Leeds supporting The View to a crowd of 7,000 people. The final band slot is filled by the

M oths who are the reinvention of Dead Girl on Pavement. It costs just £3 to get in and the doors open
from 8pm - see www.pdmmusic.com for more information. Y ou can see all three bands again on Saturday
at the Luton Aid 3 gig, an all day festival at the University of Bedfordshire Students’ Union where the
action starts at around 1pm with The Tyke Tylers hitting the stage at around 5:30. See their MySpace
page (shinetheband) for more for more news about the band and their new recordings.

More local music news - this time from I micus - who are parting company with their manager Pam
Cooper-Thorne (of Amalgamation Development) who has decided to retire from the business due to ill
health. As aresult they are looking for a new manager and booking agent. Any interested parties or any
organisations who want to help out should contact Miller at Miller @I micusband.com. Their new EP has
been received very well including coverage in Powerplay magazine and numerous other notable webzines
and reviewers. Y ou can also buy the new Imicus single ‘Inveigle’ on Itunes for 79p. You can also catch
them live on Saturday at the Luton Aid 3 gig at the Student Union. For more news and reviews check out
their MySpace page (imicus).

A hit of advance news; since the Bluetones sell out gig in May at the Live Room at Charlie Brown’s in
Luton they are having them back in November. Now | don’t usually trailer gigs this far in advance but |
heard that tickets are going on sale for this gig on Friday. So if you missed them last time check out the
ticket link on the venue’s MySpace (theliveroomluton) for limited advance tickets at £10.

MySpace corner: The column’s MySpace page is now fully operational so why not surf over there and
add yourself to the “friends’ list and subscribe to the weekly blog which previews each week’s column
and includes stuff that I can’t fit into the column due to lack of space. This week’s featured track is ‘Bad
Teeth’ by Martha’s Fury.

Send gig information to “The Brian Heywood Column”, PO Box 649, Dunstable, Beds, LU5 4XD and
you can also email details of gigs, gossip, web sites or anything else to info@lutonscene.com. A search
able archive of the column is available on the web at http://www.lutonscene.com and talkingMUSIC is
now on MySpace as well at lutonscene.

© Copyright 2007 - B Heywood



	4/Jul/2007 The Scene (Luton News/Dunstable Gazette)
	11/July/2007 The Scene (Luton News/Dunstable Gazette)
	18/Jul/2007 The Scene (Luton News/Dunstable Gazette)
	25/July/2007 The Scene (Luton News/Dunstable Gazette)

